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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

Offer good Monday-Thursday only 
Offer expires September 27, 2018 ~ Additional restrictions apply 

Call for reservations (706) 745-5252 

1 hour guided trail rides 

$25 
with this ad 

Trail Rides at Trackrock 
Summer Horse Ride Special 

www.Trackrock.com 

706•400•2988

Installing
Insulation
Hanging

Sheetrock
Finishing
Texturing

FREE
ESTIMATES

Young Harris Hwy.
Blairsville, GA

ICH
DRYWALL

706-745-5307

All 
Materials
Furnished

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

 
 
 
 

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes 

563 Gainesville Hwy…1 mile south of town 

Blairsville GA 30512 

(706) 835-1257 

www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com 

Art Centre 

Michelin

Uniroyal
BFG

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing

Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill

Oil Changes

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Auto & Big Truck Service
Thomas Tire, Inc.

24 Scott Drive • Blairsville, GA
 706-745-GRUBTom Martin

90 Madeline Way, Blairsville, GA 30512

Tom’s Truck & Auto
706-971-9313

Gas & Diesel Engines
General & Major Repairs

ASE Master Diesel Technician
Specializing in FORD Powerstrokes 

& All F-Series Trucks

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road

Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478 

Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation

Maintenance
“We go the extra mile”

rockbottomdriveway@yahoo.com
“Rock Bottom Prices / Free Estimates”

ROCK BOTTOM
Complete Gravel Driveway

Reconditioning
706-487-0857 Office
803-622-0037 Field

Driveway Fabric Installation, Quarterly, 
Semi-Annual or Annual Regrading, Large 

Empty Lot Mowing / Garden Tilling, 
Lawn Seeding (Till & Seed Now for 2018!)

Serving North Georgia since 1997 • Insured
Call 706-781-1806

~ FOR ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS ~ 
Forming through Finishing, House Slabs, 

Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped 
Colored Concrete. Top Quality Work! 

Big Jobs and Small Jobs!

MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

706-897-4909

Randolph Jones
Grading

Backhoe, Bobcat, Excavator, 
Dump Truck, Dirt, Gravel, Septic 
Tank Repair & Install, Pressure 
Washing, Staining, Painting. 

Any & All Small Jobs Welcome!

We have NON-OBAMACARE
Health Insurance Plans 

Confused? Get the Answers
Contact Tom Taylor of the 

Taylor Insurance Group • Blairsville, GA
 770-298-9161

Please take time to get the answers that your family needs about your 
coverage.  Join us over coffee to review all the options available to 

you and ensure your doctors, hospitals and prescriptions are covered 
by your plan.  We will work 12 months a year and prove 

“We Do What Others Promise.”
We have Medicare Supplements and Advantage plans 

for those turning 65 in 2018!
Who is Tom Taylor?

Tom has been in the insurance business 36 years since his medical 
retirement from the US Army as a LTC.  He has numerous awards, such 
as LUTCF, LILI AIA, Lifeleaders of GA & SC, Instructor for new agents.  

His awards for the Army include Silver Star, Bronze Stars, 
Meritorious Service Medals, Army Commendation Medals, Combat 

Infantry Badge, Airborne Wings, Air Crew Wings, Air Medal, Meritorious 
Unit Award, Good Conduct Medal, Reservest National Guard 
Achievement Medal and National Defense Medal recipient.

Stephen Young, Owner/Operator
706-970-7573

stephengyoung77@gmail.com

20 Years Experience 

Local & Regional

Live Oak Interiors 
706-401-5156 

www.liveoakinteriors.com 

Home Staging 

Design 

Consultation 

Cabin/Rental 

Cleaning 

Vacant  

Clean-Outs 

Live Oak Professional 
Lawn Care 

A complete Lawn Care Company 
Licensed & Insured 

 
Call us Today for a Free Estimate 

706-400-0033 or 828-557-0612 

Fit Mind, Fit Body
Optimize Your Lifestyle 

Beginner Meditation Classes
Personal Training & Nutritional 

Counseling
Certified:
Meditation Instructor & Personal Trainer

Visit Me: http://www.jchavis.com
Write Me: info@jchavis.com

Call me: 803-727-7448
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with that call. No one knew how 
bad it would turn out, but that 
call to you was very important. 
Once the dispatchers realized 
what was happening, their 
training and purpose kicked in. 
They handled it professionally 
and the way they should.

“The sheriff’s deputies, 
police officers and paramedics 
did the very best job they knew 
how to do. We need you.

“Third, you are very 
important to the public service 
people, too. You send them on 
the call, give directions when 
needed, all officers communicate 
with you when they need more 
officers to respond, when 
they need more units – fire, 
ambulance, rescue, etc.

“And then, there’s one 
more thing that is important. 
If an officer is on a call and no 
communication is heard, the 
dispatcher does a 10-4 call. Is 
everything 10-4?  As a loved one 
on the outside, I want someone 
to know that the deputy or 
officer is ok. They need you and 
can’t do without y’all.”

Mrs. Whittle went on 
to say that she had come to 
understand that most people 
want to be able to make a 
difference in their job.

“I believe this is why you 
sit in the chair you do for 12 hour 
shifts, six straight days,” said 
Mrs. Whittle. “You make a huge 
difference. We all know you are 
not God – you are human.  All 
you can do is let your training 
kick in and do your job.

“We want people in your 
chair who care about people, and 
if you care about people, when 
it doesn’t go good, it will affect 
you. After Derrick died, many 
public service people wanted 
to quit. Jim talked to some and 
encouraged them to stay.

“We need people like y’all 
in our county. If this tragedy 

Whittle...from Page 1A

Sharon and Jim Whittle shared their appreciation for Union 
County’s 911 dispatchers on Thursday, Sept. 13.

had to happen to the Whittle 
family, I am so thankful that 
it happened in Union County, 
because without a doubt, I know 
Derrick received the best care 
he could have anywhere. We 
appreciate you all.”

Their message was a 
powerful one, and Lt. Millie 
Baxter said there wasn’t a dry 
eye in the room that evening.

“Anytime someone says 
thank you, that’s huge,” said 
Baxter, who is in charge of 
day-to-day operations at the 
911 center. “It meant a lot to 
everybody here that they came 
in and said, ‘Thank you for the 
job you do every day’ – not 
just in that situation, but every 
day.”

Union County 911 Director 
David Dyer also attended the 
meeting with the Whittles, and 
he, too, was thankful that they 
wanted to show his dispatchers 
the appreciation they deserve.

“People call 911, and 
they get somebody on the line, 
and they’re asking for help,” 
said Dyer. “For most people 
who call in, the dispatchers are 
just a voice on the line – they 

don’t know who they are, they 
don’t know the job they do, they 
don’t know what stress they’re 
under.

“It’s sort of an unsung 
thing, because if you’re out 
there having an emergency, 
you see the face of a fireman 
or a policeman or a deputy or 
an EMT or paramedic, and you 
don’t ever see the face of the 
dispatcher. You hear them.

“Sometimes, they have all 
this stress and excitement and 
problems that they have to solve, 
and they get the units out there, 
and then they never really know 
the outcome. And they never 
really get thought about, they 
never get appreciated for being 
that calm voice on the phone.

“So, it’s really nice to 
have somebody come in here 
and say thank you for not only 
helping us with this call that we 
had that affected our lives, but 
also for helping everybody that 
you do every day.” 

Also that evening, the 
dispatchers in turn shared their 
appreciation for Baxter and 
Dyer, who have been working 
diligently to secure updated 
phones and radio systems for 
the 911 center.

Currently, 911 Dispatch 
is looking to hire two full-time 
positions and two part-time 
positions.

The Whittles just held 
a fundraiser yard sale at the 
Blairsville Civic Center on 
Friday, Sept. 21, and Saturday, 
Sept. 22, to raise money for 
the annual Derrick Whittle 
Memorial Scholarship Fund that 
goes to local students.


